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A joint effort between the Naltional Acronautics and Spaco Administration
(NASA) and theo PFrench space agency (Centro Nalional d'Itudoes Spatliales - CNBS)
Lo study hMarth's oceans, the TOPEX/POSKIDON mission will obscrve the global
ocean circulation for three to five yvears. 'The oceans play a Jfundamental role
in maintaining the current habitable climate on Farth by transporting an
enormous amount. of hcat through their Jarge-scele circulation systoms.
Understanding the dynamics ol ocean circulation and the role this circulation
plays in climate change is the main goal of the TOPEX/POSEIDON mission.
TOPEX/POSHIDON will measure sca levels; map bacin-wide variations in currents,
and monitor the effects of currents, such as the Gull Stream, on global
climate change. Additionally, the migsion’s moeasurcments will allow
scientists to study ocean tides and waveg, marine goeophysics and wind.

The project is continually in the process of transforring knowleodge about its
scientific results to outside organizations through a vigorous public,
ceducational, technological, and international Outreach Program. The
cornerstone for thisg program is the TOPEX/Poseidon Mosaic Home- Page on the
internet’'s world-wide-web. Products are developed to serve both the Mosaic
interface and a variclty of cducation proogramns distributed on CD-ROM. 7he
systeom provides for

o A Complete Browse-and-Select Atlas of Science Products

o Animated Seqguences of Global Science Paramcters

o A "Build-Your-Own" Animation Capability

o An "El Nino Watch" Weather Service

o lidnks to Home- Pages on Related Subjoects

o Tutorials on the Spacecraft, Instruments, and Related Science
o Draft Publications and Abstracts of Technical Papors

o A Mission Description, Including Orbit Animatilon

o Biographical Sketches & Pictures of Program Scientists and kngincers
o A Set of Research Newsletteoers

O A Frequently Asked Questions 1idst

0 A Calendar of Significant Events

Fut ur ¢ pl ans i nclude

o Vi deos through Mosai ¢
o lLectures through Mosail ¢

The system i s desi gned to synergistically inter actwithotherrelated inter
disciplinary Ouly ecachPrograms .



